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“it's	  becoming	  clear	  that	  the	  economic	  building	  blocks	  of	  
the	  global	  economy	  are	  regions	   -‐	  not	  na7ons,	  states,	  or	  
ci7es.	   	  It's	  equally	  clear	  that	  many	  of	  our	  environmental	  
challenges	   are	   regional	   in	   scope	   ….	   our	   basic	  
infrastructure	  investments	  also	  are	  regional	  in	  scale	  and	  
scope.	   	  Issues	  of	  economic	  equity,	  social	  integra7on,	  and	  
race	  all	  now	  play	  themselves	  out	  in	  a	  regional	  geography	  
….	   our	   sense	   of	   place	   is	   increasingly	   grounded	   in	   the	  
region	  …..	  yet	  we	  have	  no	  framework	  for	  this	  new	  reality,	  
no	   handle	   to	   guide	   it,	   nor	   any	   established	   means	   to	  
harvest	  its	  opportuni7es”	  

          Calthorpe in Leccese and McCormick, (2000: 15)	  	  

An Emerging Regional Paradigm 
ü  dynamic regions undergoing constant and rapid change; 

ü  high population  growth of  metropolitan or urban centres and their peri-urban 
surrounds; 

ü  increasing landscape fragmentation and illegibility;  

ü  increasing diverse range of heterogeneous and conflicting land uses; 

ü  land use decision-making dominated by  sequences of isolated disconnected 
decisions; 

ü  highly contested activities and values;  

ü  many regional and natural resource values at threat; and  

ü  in comparison to planning for urban areas, a poorly planned and managed 
landscape with disjointed planning and policy approaches. 

Regional Challenges 

A Contemporary 
Response 

A Contemporary National-level Response 

Blueprint for a Healthy 
Environment and a 

Productive Economy 
 
Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists 
 

November 2014 

The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists is an independent group of 
Australian scientists economists and business people concerned with advancing 
solutions to secure the long term health of Australia’s land, water and biodiversity. 
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The Wentworth Group believes there five transformative, 
long-term economic and institutional reforms that Australia 
must implement if it is to create a healthy environment 
with a productive economy: 

1. Fix land and water use planning: 
 

We must put in place regional scale land and water use plans that 
address the cumulative impacts of development on the environment 
and the long-term costs to the economy. 

2. Use markets: 
 

We must eliminate fossil fuel subsidies, set a long-term emissions 
reduction target and introduce an equitable, broad-based land tax to 
finance programs that pay farmers, indigenous communities and other 
landholders to transform the way we manage the Australian landscape. 

3. Conserve natural capital: 
 

We must close the gaps in our national system of public and private 
reserves, and commit resources to a long-term plan to conserve our 
threatened native plants, animals and ecosystems. 

4. Regionalise management: 
 

We must embed and give prominence to natural resource management 
at the regional scale to reconnect people to the land, so that investment 
decisions are underpinned by an understanding of how landscapes 
function.  

5. Create environmental accounts: 
 

We must put in place regional scale, national environmental accounts 
that monitor the condition of our environmental assets, so that people 
can make better decisions to support a healthy and productive 
Australia. 

What could the Wentworth Group’s 
Healthy Environment and a Productive 
Economy desired scenario look like for 
future regional landscapes in Australia? 

A future Australia where the five transformative, long-term 
economic and institutional reforms have been implemented, 
and where: 

1.  Communities and businesses uphold a duty of care that applies to all landholders, 
on both private and public land, to do no net long-term harm to the nation’s land, 
water, coastal, marine and biodiversity assets 
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2.  Governments at all levels are 
working together to turn around 
the systemic decline of 
biodiversity: strengthening 
standards on development to 
maintain or improve the nation’s 
environmental assets; closing the 
gaps in our national reserves on 
public, private, and indigenous 
land; connecting these across the 
landscape; and committing to a 
long-term plan to conserve 
Australia’s threatened species 

3.  Completing the national system of public and private reserves and indigenous 
protected areas, and supporting private landholders to covenant areas of high 
conservation significance on their properties 

4.  Governments and communities have 
pioneered a new era of managing the 
Australian environment by working 
together at a regional scale, where 
people are connected to their 
landscapes. We will have reached a 
stage where farmers, indigenous 
land managers, other private 
landholders and citizens across 
Australia now have the opportunity 
to contribute to healthy and 
productive landscapes, and they 
have been given access to 
information that is directly relevant 
to their community and about the 
place of their land in their region. 

An Alternative Planning 
Paradigm 
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Underpinning Philosophy:  
Sustainable Development 

“…. the paths of economic, social, 
environmental and political progress 
that aim to meet to needs of today 
without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their 
needs” 

Sustainable development aims to 
provide for the social and economic 
needs of society while protecting 
environmental resources and values 
for the future 

(after Randolph, 2004) 

A Landscape 

(Ecological) P
lanning 

Approach 

Ian McHarg: “Design with Nature” 1969 

Post World War 2 
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(1946 – 1950s)  

CSIRO Land Systems 
Mapping 

Imperatives for a “Joined-up” Regional 
Planning Approach 

‘Joined-up’ Planning	  	  
rowing	  in	  the	  same	  direc7on	  



19/10/15	  

6	  

An Opportunity for the Future 

The most relevant of the five Wentworth Group’s transformative long-term 
economic and institutional reforms for addressing the management of the 
Regional Landscape though the advocated Alternative Planning paradigm, 
include: 
	  
1. Fix land and water use planning: 
We	  must	  put	  in	  place	  regional	  scale	  land	  and	  water	  use	  plans	  that	  
address	  the	  cumulaLve	  impacts	  of	  development	  on	  the	  
environment	  and	  the	  long-‐term	  costs	  to	  the	  economy.	  
	  
4. Regionalise management: 
We	  must	  embed	  and	  give	  prominence	  to	  natural	  resource	  
management	  at	  the	  regional	  scale	  to	  reconnect	  people	  to	  the	  land,	  
so	  that	  investment	  decisions	  are	  underpinned	  by	  an	  understanding	  
of	  how	  landscapes	  funcLon.	  

An Opportunity to “get it right”! 

“We do know what w
e don’t k

now” 	  

The Blueprint concludes: 
 
We believe it is possible to grow the economy and protect the 
environment, particularly if the Blueprint is given credence.  
  
……. we believe Australia does have a choice. 
  
We believe we can leave our world in a better condition than the 
one we inherited, and in doing so make Australia a more secure 
place for future generations. 
  
… and we all have a role.  

The Wentworth Group are now working to produce detailed Papers on 
the each of the five transformative, long-term economic and 
institutional reforms   

Thank You 


